CHAPTER X
THE FIQH SCHOOLS AND THEIR FOUNDERS

THE violent discussions which raged in the early period of
Islam in regard to religious and legal questions such as the
use of qiyas, or political issues like the calif ate, resulted in
groupings along certain lines. The groupings along the
line of fiqh, have been the ones which have received most
recognition and adherence. Consequently they have been
practically the only groupings to spread and survive to our
own day, and are known as the fiqh madh-habs or schools.
The differences between these schools, although they pri-
marily relate to matters of law, are by no means confined
to them, since they bear on subjects as far apart as meta-
physics and politics. In fact, they relate to all the various
subjects on which the sharl'ah has had something to say,
namely to every matter which in those times excited hu-
man interest.

The most important of the fiqh schools have been the ones
founded by Abu Hanifah, Malik, al-Shafi'i, Ahmad Ibn
Hanbal, Dawud Ibn 'Ali, al-Awza% Sufyan al-Thawri, and
Abu Thawr. Each one of these is considered a full mujta-
hid, and is supposed to have had his own system of
theory and applications of fiqk. They have all been reck-
oned as orthodox and they have considered one another as
such. They are to be distinguished from the so-called
Shiites and Kharijites, etc., who are looked down upon by
the former as heretical.
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